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fortitude of a stoic. He seldom stirred abroad, unless he
had occasion to go to the Porte on business, which hap-
pened two or three times a year. Perhaps, he thought, if
he asked for leave to ride about the city with his keeper,
it might not be denied him. But he refrained partly
because he thought it good policy to pretend that he did
not mind his confinement and partly, " to speak truth,
what comfort can I have to ride up and down among a
parcel of Turks who will either slight or else jeer and
reproach me ? " So he kept indoors, and amused him-
self by reading or by studying the habits of the animals
which formed his constant company and annoyance.
When he exhausted the entertainment which domestic
vermin afforded, he began to import exotic beasts : apes,
wolves, bears, deer, ferrets, hogs; also a great variety of
birds : eagles, jackdaws, cranes, partridges. In the care
of these pets, the Grand Signer's guests forgot the tedium
of their exile : " for, seeing we were debarred of human
society, what better conversation could we have to drive
grief out of our minds than among wild beasts ? Other-
wise stones, walls, and solitude had been but lamentable
divertisements for us/'

One little touch more, and we may close this most
human of diplomatic records. Now and again, finding
the keeper in a genial humour, Busbecq obtained from
him permission to receive visits from the Italian and
Greek inhabitants of Constantinople. But no private
correspondence with them was allowed, and the Am-
bassador, in order to carry on such correspondence, had
recourse to an ingenious stratagem. He instructed his
friends in the city every time they wished to send him
a confidential message to put it in a bag together with a
little pig. The Chaoush would punch the bag, and on
hearing the pig grunt would run away, spitting on the